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There are few houses that are smaller 
than stately homes, yet draw a gasp of 
breath from visitors when they arrive 
at the gates. The home of Mary-Louisa 
and Robert Glynn, however, is one 

of them. Built by the merchant William Arnold 
Peacock in 1690, the house, with its handsome 
facade that pink roses climb up at this time of 
year, and which is neatly punctuated by decorative 
gabled ends, is of local importance. Situated deep 
in a picturesque Conservation Area and, crucial to 
its origins, within a series of villages in the marshy 
fens of Cambridgeshire, each originally served by 
a lode – a stream converted to a canal which led to 
the river and a medieval port, enabling goods to 
be moved by water – the house was passed down 
through generations of merchants. 

There were once offices on the ground floor, 
while the merchant’s family would have lived on 
the first floor and housed their servants in the 
attic. As the business grew, so did the house, with 
additions made in 1750 and in the 1820s, including 
two counting rooms on the ground floor. Today 
these are the kitchen and the playroom and retain 
the original safes. In the basement below are 
vast cellars for wine, beer and coal, which once 
supplied seven pubs in the village. 

When the merchant Thomas Bower died in 
1824, having managed the business for some years, 
he was said to be worth £35,000 – a few hundred 
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A house that has witnessed both prosperity 
and poverty throughout its fascinating 
history has been sensitively brought into 
the current era by the Glynn family

Merchants’
IVORY

 THiS iMAGe  The 
handsome facade dotted 

with climbing roses    
ToP riGHT  The rear of 

the house, which now 
boasts an orangery 

leading off the kitchen

Words & Styling samantha scott-jeffries  Photographs emma lewis  Shoot Assistant kasia fizser  

JuneP
E

R IO D LIV

IN
G

AS
 SEEN IN

2013



Real Homes

Period livinG  JUNE 2013  77

Readers’ Homes

76  JUNE 2013  Period livinG

ABove leFT  The garden 
is filled with colour 
in summer months

ABove riGHT  Mary-
louisa and Jolyon
riGHT  The maple 

kitchen was designed 
by Goddards interiors 

(goddardsinteriors.co.uk) 
with practical Corian 

worktops. The table is 
topped with a tablecloth 

from Cologne & Cotton 
(cologneandcotton.
com), and the roses 

here and throughout are 
from david Austin roses  
(davidaustinroses.com)

million in today’s money – and it was described on 
the sale particulars of the house that the business 
“was one of the most lucrative mercantile concerns 
in the kingdom.” Yet while the property passed to 
another merchant in 1847, the popularity of the 
railway signalled the demise of the canal trade, and 
by 1867 the business was sold off in lots. 

The house also receded into gradual decline 
and eventually became semi-derelict. Bought for a 
mere £600 in 1939, it was partially restored but fell 

into poor condition again by 1990. When Mary-
Louisa and Robert came to see the property six 
years ago, when it came up for sale, its roof had 
been repaired by the then owners, enabling the 
attic rooms to come into use, yet there was still a 
huge amount of work needed to make the home 
worthy of its facade.

‘I fell for it instantly,’ says Mary-Louisa, recalling 
her viewing that May. ‘I loved the exterior and 
the period features such as the tiled floor in the 
hall. It had a very happy atmosphere and huge 
potential.’ It was also the perfect size for the family, 
who had outgrown their former home. ‘Our son 
Jolly was three when we moved into the house. He 

loCATion  Cambridgeshire 

Period  The Grade II listed house was built in 
William and Mary style, in 1690  
SiZe  Six bedrooms, four bathrooms, 
a drawing room and sitting room

ownerS  Mary-Louisa Glynn, an interior 
designer and co-founder of Chameleon 
Interiors (chameleon-interiors.co.uk), Robert, 
and son Jolyon, along with Harry the hound

Key facts

‘I loved the exterior and 
the period features. It had 
a very happy atmosphere 

and huge potential’

The hall still boasts its 
original tiled floor. An 
inherited dresser displays 
the couple’s collection 
of Sally dennis china 
(dennischinaworks.
com), while the trug 
and secateurs are 
from Burgon & Ball 
(burgonandball.com)  
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